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ed, the world over, that the Germans are the leaders of thought in the line of 
study in which we feel most deeply interested. This does not mean of course that 
the scholars of other countries adopt their views, or that no work of this kind 
is done outside of Germany. It is well known that in no other country do men 
give themselves up so entirely, so unreservedly to research and investigation; in no 
other country do men go down so deep. This " depth," to be sure, is often bewil- 
dering to the American scholar, who feels that less "depth" and greater clearness 
would be more profitable; yet no scholarship is upon the whole so highly esteemed 
as German scholarship. In view of this fact, it is a matter of the greatest im- 
portance for us to acquaint ourselves with what is doing on the other side. The 
studies, opinions, and movements of the world's greatest Biblical scholars, men 
whose names have become household words, should and, indeed, do interest us. 
Our readers may regard these " Notes " as reliable. They are from the pen of one 
who is in a position to gather such items, and who, at the same time, is familiar 
with the subject-matter which he collects. It gives us pleasure to announce that 
similar notes will be forthcoming in each number. 



The Society of Biblical Archaeology. — This learned Society held the first meet^ 
ing of its thirteenth session (1882-83) November 7th. The President of the Soci- 
ety is Samuel Birch, D. C. L., LL. D., etc. The character of the Society may bet- 
ter be inferred from the subjects of some of the papers which were presented, e. g., 
(1) Demotic Papyrus containing the malediction of an Egyptian mother on her son 
embracing Christianity, by M. E. Revillout ; (2) Some Recent Discoveries bearing 
on the Ancient History and Chronology of Babylonia, by Theo. G. Pinches; (3) 
Papers upon Assyrian Grammar, by the same. We have taken the liberty of re- 
printing from the " Proceedings of The Society " the Introductory Chapter of these 
Papers upon Assyrian Grammar. It is well for us to know something of the 
general character of this language, to which references at the present time are so 
common. One cannot imagine the influence which the discoveries already made, 
and yet to be made, in this department, will have upon the Biblical languages and 
history. The great energy with which the work is carried on in spite of innumera- 
ble difficulties, promises well for the future. Will our readers not read this 
"paper" carefully? 



The " Higher " Criticism. — What is meant by the so-called " higher " criticism 
as contrasted with "lower" criticism? Is it true that the "higher" critics with- 
out warrant adopted a term which savors of assumption? Is it the case, as many 
suppose, that " higher " criticism means rationalism, and " lower " criticism, ortho- 
doxy?" Dr. Briggs, in his article in the November number, The Literary Study 
of the Bible, answered these questions, and he did yet more: he made a strong and 
telling plea in behalf of " Christian " criticism, in opposition to what on the other 
hand may be termed " Skeptical " criticism: — 

" The study of Biblical literature is appropriately called Higher Criticism to 
distinguish it from Lower Criticism which devotes itself to the study of original 
texts and versions. There are few who have the patience, the persistence, the 
life-long industry in the examination of minute details that make up the field of 
Lower Textual Criticism. But the Higher Criticism is more attractive. It has 
to do with literary forms and styles and models. It appeals to the imagination and 
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the aesthetic taste as well as to the logical faculty. It kindles the enthusiasm of 
the young. It will more and more enlist the attention of the men of culture 
and the general public. It is the most inviting and fruitful field of Biblical study- 
in our day. We will not deny that the most who are engaged in it are rational- 
istic and unbelieving, and that they are using it with disastrous effect upon the 
Scriptures and the orthodox faith. There are few believing critics, especially in 
this country. There is also a wide-spread prejudice against these studies and an 
apprehension as to the results. These prejudices are unreasonable. These appre- 
hensions are to be deprecated. It is impossible to prevent discussion. The church 
is challenged to meet the issue. It is a call of Providence to conflict and to 
triumph of evangelical truth. The divine word will vindicate itself in all its 
parts. These are not the times for negligent Elis or timorous and presumptuous 
Uzzahs. Brave Samuels and ardent Davids who fear not to employ new methods 
and engage in new enterprises and adapt themselves to altered situations, will 
overcome the Philistines with their own weapons. The Higher Criticism has 
rent the crust, with which Rabbinical Tradition has encased the Old Testament, 
overlaying the poetic and prophetic elements witli the legal and the ritual. 
Younger Biblical scholars have caught glimpses of the beauty and glory of Bib- 
lical Literature. The Old Testament is studied as never before in the Christian 
Church. It is beginning to exert its charming influence upon ministers and 
people. Christian Theology and Christian life will ere long be enriched by it. 
God's blessing is in it to those who have the Christian wisdom to recognize and 
the grace to receive and employ it." 



^BOOIf-:- NOTICES.* 

{All publications received., which relate directly or indirectly to the Old Testament, will be prompt/?/ 
noticed under this head. Attention will not be confined to new boohs ; but notices will be given, so far 
as possible, of such old books, in this department of study, as may be of general interest to pastors and 
students.] 

THE MOSAIC ERA.* 



Dr. Gibson's former book on the "Ages before Moses'' attracted no little 
attention. This is another venture in the same line and with somewhat less 
satisfactory results. It is a series of Biblical expositions, addressed to a miscel- 
laneous audience. The present subject does not perhaps yield itself to as pictur- 
esque a treatment as that of the Creation and the Fall, or the call and migrations 
of Abraham. Dr. Gibson has grappled manfully with the problem of making an 
interesting exposition of the Jewish ritual. There are twenty-four lectures. 
treating of the period between the Egyptian bondage and the death of 
Moses. Each lecture is brief, fairly instructive and pervaded by an evangelical 
spirit. Just what is the amount of assistance which the discussion would furnish 
to a clergyman, is difficult to determine. It is an attempt to expound a difficult 
subject and we feel that the result is sometimes neither "fish nor flesh," that 
while in their original use the lectures may have been highly useful, it was at 
least hazardous to challenge criticism by putting them into permanent book form. 
In them the author of course merely touches the deeper questions of criticism. 



*The Mosaic Era, A series of Lectures on Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy; 
by J. Monro Gibson, D. D. CI. 8vo., pp. 345. Price, $1.50. New York, A. D. F. Randolph & Co.; 
Chicago, S. A. Maxwell & Co. 



